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E.URAL  DISTRICT  OF  DEL”TFI 
Interim  /Vnnual  Medical  Report  for  the  year  1947 


1. 


Statistics 


Rstep.'ble  st  D-'Ctmber  51st,  1947.  £57^487 

Inhabited  houses  a.t  December  51stj  1947  1,469 

The  r)opulc"tinn  figure  supplied  the  Registrar  General  ras  4,992. 
Statistics  have  been  calculated  with  this  figure. 


Male  Female 

Total 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  Ccouses 

26 

28 

54 

Number  of  live  births.  Legitimate. 

44 

46 

90 

Illegitimate. 

4 

— 

4 

Number  of  still  births.  Legitimate. 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate. 

- 

— 

-• 

« 

Number  of  deaths  of  Legitimate. 

3 

1 

4 

infants  under  one  year.  Illegitimate. 

- 

— 

— 

1947 

1946 

1945 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

18.83 

15.74 

14.60 

l6 . 44 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  an!  still  births 

.  20.83 

49.38 

41.09 

24.10 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Death  rate  of  all  legitima.te  infants  per  1,000 

10.81 

12.88 

8.56 

8.91 

legitimate  live  births. 

43.33 

94.59 

15.15 

^0.55 

Death  rate  of  all  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births. 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Death  rate  for  all  infants  under  one  year  for  England  and 

Wales 

is  41. 

2.  Infectious  Disease. 


The  follov-ing  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year:- 

Scarlet  Fever  8  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  1 

’^■hooping  Cough  5  Poliomyelitis  1 

Measles  27  Infective  Hepatitis  1 

Diphtheria  2 

3.  Dj-nhtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  39  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  immunised. 


^  o  _ 


4 .  Tuberculoois , 

There  ?:ere  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  di^ring  the  yecr. 

Mole  Female 

Pulm^  N/Pu3m.  Rilm.  N/Pulm. 

On  the  register  at  51st  December  1946,  10 

Removals  from  register  during  the  year.  1 

Added  to  the  register  during  the  year,  2 

Cases  on  the-  register  at  31st  December  1947.  11 

Total  number  of  cases  51. 

5.  '*~ater  Su’^nly. 

(a)  Public  Sui'^ply. 

A  very  small  dose  of  chlorine  has  been  continuously  applied  to  all 
public  ’'-ater  supplies  throughout  the  year. 

Samples  taken  from  the  various  storages  in  turn  hrove  been  submitted 
monthl3;-  for  analysis  and/or  bacteriological  examination.  The  reports  have 
been  consistently  satisfactory. 


Public  sup'^'ly  is  available  throughout  the  Parish  of  ‘'"el^'yn  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  Parish  of  Ayot  St.  Peter. 

The  average  weekly  consumption  during  the  twelve  months  ended 
51st  March  1948  was 

(i)  From  '^el’"yn  Garden  City  ’”ater^*nrks  1,565,096  gallons 

(Including  574,769  gallons  per  week  supplied  in  bulk  to  Hertford  R.D.C,) 

(ii)  From  Wel’^yn  VJp.tsrv;orks  255,402  gallons 

(iii)  Total  from  the  two  sources  consumed  in  ^’'elwyn  R.D.  1,425,729  gallons 

(b)  Private  Su'*^plies. 


The  Parish  of  Ayot  St.  LenTence  remains,  cOS  bef'^re,  dependent  upon 
private  supplies.  The  Council  still  have  the  question  of  providing  a 
piped  supply  for  the  parish  under  consideration  and  Consulting  Engineers 
have  been  instructed  to  prepare  a  re:ort  thereon  for  submission  to  the 
Hertfordshire  Count;;'  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


6. 


Drg.ing..-Te ,  Se’^^erapie  and  Set’^rr-’e  Dis'^os?:!!. 


Ho  mcoterial  alteration  in  the  con.litions  prevailing  throughout  the 
district  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cesspool  or  se^A-age  tanks  emptied  by  the  Council's 
Cesspool  Emptier  diiring  the  year  585  (785  loads  -  average  1.55  loads 
per  emptying) . 


In  addition  the  se^^age  tsnk  at  Oaklands  for  vdiich  the  Council  is 
responsible  was  emptied  89  times  (497j  loads  -  average  5.6  loads  per 
emptying)  and  in  addition  the  undermentioned  Council  properties  were  emptied: - 


^'el^-yn  Se’aage  I\imping  Station  (Screening  Chamber)  6  times 
^oolmer  Green  Sewage  Pijmoing  Station  (Screening  Chamber)  44  times 
Burnham  Green  Cottages  (Sewage  Tank)  4  times 
Station  Road  Cottages  (Sewage  Tank)  4  times 


6  loads 
44  loads 
5  loads 
4  loads 


Included  above  is  one  cesspool  (2  loads)  outside  the  Tel’/yn  Rural 
District  in  respect  of  the  emptying  of  ^"'hich  a  payment  was  received. 


The  average  daily  flow  at  '"el^yn  Sewage  Disposal  %rks  was  71,496  gallons. 
The  lowest  daily  flow  was  51,000  gallons  on  the  15th  and  16th  November,  on 
which  days  there  was  no  rain.  The  highest  daily  flow  was  357,000  gallons 
on  13th  March  on  v/hich  day  there  was  a  rainfall  of  0.20  inches  following  a 
fall  of  0.69  Inches  on  the  previous  day. 


7.  Rs infall. 


The  total  rainfall  recorded  at  ^''elvyn  Sewage  Disposal  '^orks  during  the 
year  was  20.703  inches. 

The  average  annual  rainfall  for  the  five  years  1943  -  47  was  23,246  ins. 

During  1347  there  wps  a  measurable  fall  of  rain  on  154  separate  days, 
the  heaviest  daily  fall  being  1.04  inches  on  29th  September.  The  wettest 
month  was  March  with  5.78  inches  of  rain  and  the  driest  months  ^"ere  August 
and  October  e  ach  v’ith  0.08  inches  of  rain.  The  year  was  noteworthy  in  two 
extreme  respects.  In  march  there  was  a  heavy  sno’wfall  followed  by  a  rapid 
thaw  which  overcharged  the  drains  and  caused  the  flooding  of  dwellings  in 
certain  low  lying  areas.  Between  August  6th  and  September  10th  there  was 
an  absolute  drought,  there  being  no  rainfall  for  36  cona^rutive  days.  The 
’'"hole  year  was  the  driest  since  1934. 

8*  House  Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection. 

Separate  house  to  house  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  and  salvage 
was  carried  out  by  direct  labout  throughout  the:  year. 


8. 


H^'use  R'^fuce  ?n3  Srdvn  :;-^-  C^illccti'^n -(c'^ntinuc-d) . 

The-  f'j-ipntity  "f  :'f  vrtri''us  ty'^es  ""hlch  ’^•’ns  soli  iuriny  the 

yerr  ended  ?lst  Morch  1-943  ■"''S  80  t'^ns  15  c’"ts  ?  nnd  the  ycyment 

recedve-d  f^r  this  ^'^ds  £.?A2.  3.  11,  This  is  e  slight  improvement  upon  the 
em'^unt  collected  end  disp'^sed  of  during  the  previous  year  but  not  so 
es  the  to'o  or  three  yeops  immcdirtely  preceding  1946. 

The  yrend  totr.l  'if  salvnye  disposed  of  since  r  sepsrete  collection  of 
snlVfOye  ^vos  sterted  in  March  1340  is  907  tons  15  c^'t.  0  ors.,  and  this  hes 
been  sold  for  £5,106.  12.  6. 

9.  Sanitary  Ins-oections  and  Visits  for  srecial  ^ur'ooses. 

Premises  visited  69 

Number  of  visits  115 


The  purpose  of  these  visits  ’'cs  cs  follo'”s 


Premises 


Visits 


Housino  Defects 


17 


?? 


Nuisances  -  Cesspo'ils  6 

Drains  f 

Ovr  rcro-’din--  1 

Insanitary  Premises  2 

Sm-^kc  1 


14 

15 

9 

A 

5 


Flood  iU'^ 

Restaur ants 
S^'-dr.imino  Po'\l 
Di sinf action  f oll'^-'inj 
Infrctjous  Disease  - 


28 

? 


1 


1 


1^ 


» 


The  coses  of  infectious  disease  '"'ere  as  follo^'-s;- 


Scnrlet  Fever  8 
Tuberculosis  2 
Cancer  2 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  1 
Poliomyelitis  1 


14 


10. 
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Moveable  j."-ellin~:s  -  Iliblic  Health  Act  1956  -  Section  269. 

Six  licences  to  station  caravans  on  various  sites  issued  duriro 

V  I 

the  year.  It  is  the  Council’s  custom  to  issue  such  licences  for 
months  at  cO  time  only. 


11,  Eradication  of  bed  buas  &c. 

No  nev;r  cases  come  under  notice  during  the  year. 

12 .  Housing: . 

(i)  New  houses  -  Fifteen  new  houses  v/ere  completed  by  private 
enterprise  during  the  year. 


(ii)  H'->usine  conditions  .generally.  At  the  beginning  of  the  ’'.  ear 
Council  had  one  contract^  for  the  stcction  of  twenty  four  traditio'nai 
at  '.'V'^lmer  Green  (Broa '’field  R-'.ad)  in  operation.  Progress  during  tno 
^'as  very  disappointing  and  "'as  thb^^subject  of  numerous  representati'-ns  i 
the  Contractors  '‘ho  pleaded  labour  and  materials  supplj’’  difficulties 
reason  f-.'r  failure  to  complete  the  houses  by  Septembejr  1947  in  ac'^or 
o'ith  their  contract.  At  the  close  of  the  year  none  of  these  house:^ 
ready  for  occupation. 


O 

n  c-  cl 
rlTlC 


A  contract  for  site  lay-out  works  at  Ha'^'bush  Common,  "‘cl^yn^  "as 
entered  into  and  good  progress  v;as  made  '''•ith  this  work  before  the  en':*  '•'f  i'l.. 
year.  The  site  will  provide  accommodation  for  approximately  164  dwel] ir.ds 


A  large  demand  for  housing  accommodation  in  the  district  remain, 
unsatisfied  at  the  end  of  1947, 


(iii)  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers,  During  the  year  the  Coiuacil 
accepted  can  .allocation  of  twelve  Airey  Houses  for  erection  for  Agrlual  aui’o,l 
’'"orkers.  Sites  at  Ayot  St.  La’'Tence  (for  two  pairs)  Ayot  Green  'for 
one  pair)  and  at  Felaam  (for  three  pairs)  were  selected  and  approve.o  by 
the  various  government  departments  concerned.  It  was  hoped  go  coMmen-^e  the 
erection  of  these  houses  before  the  end  of  1947  but  delay  '"’as  occa.el  -..  e'!  ’r.' 
objection  to  the  Ayot  Green  site  "'hich  v^^as  made  by  the  owner.  A  local* 
enquiry  vwas  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  o'".aier’s  objeetjw-u  w.‘=r. 
u'^'held.  Arrangements  yrere  then  made  for  four  Ocairs  of  houses  to  be  erected 
on  the  7’elwyn  Site  and  for  the  work  to  start  early  in  1948. 


(iv)  Erection  of  houses  by  private  T>ersons,  A  large  number  of 
applications'  for  building  licences  authorising  the  erection  of  private* 
houses  were  received  but  only  two  licences  were  issued  during  the  year.  At 
the  end  of  January  the  Council  received  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  16/47 
dated  28th  January  1947.  which  containefi  an  instruction  that  the  issue  of 
such  building  licences  should  be  suspended. 

Requisitioned  Fronerty.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Council 
held  seven  dwellings  under  requisition  and  thirteen  separate  families  and/or 
single  persons  living  colone^  were  housed  in  these. 


-  6  - 


(vi)  Sourtters.  In  A.ugiist  1946  "squatters”  entered  into  occupation 
of  26  huts  at  Danesbury  Park  ^"'hich  hr.d  previously  been  erected  end  used  for 
•  military  purposes.  At  the  request  and  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
the  Council  prepared  a  scheme  for  making  these  huts  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  for  a  limited  period  of  five  years.  k  tender  for 
carrying  out  the  T'jork  v-^as  approved  and  accepted  in  June  1947  and  the  rork  was 
”'ell  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Ttvcnty  six  separate  families  are 
*  accommodated  here, 

•ii  In  September  1947^  a,  smell  military  camp  at  Digswell  was  similarly 

occupied  by  eight  families,  end  following  consultations  with  the  fiinistry  of 
Health  it  was  decided  that  three  timber  Imilt  huts  should  be  improved  and 
divided  into  separate  accommodation  for  six  families.  Other  huts,  being  in 

an  advanced  state  of  disrepair  were  to  be  demolished.  Plans  for  this  work 

were  in  course  of  preparation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

IS.  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1938. 

Food  as  detailed  below  w’as  inspected  and  certified  unfit  for  human 
comsumption  and  either  destroyed,  disposed  of  as.  pig  food  or  returned  to 
the  suppliers  for  salvage.  Certificates  were  issued  in  all  cases  to  the 
persons  by  whom  the  food  was  held  at  the  time  of  inspection,  in  accordance 
with  the  ^^ar  emergency  arrangements  agreed  wpth  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
Ministry  of  Health. 

(i)  Food  in  Tins  or  other  containers. 


Description, 

No.  of  c~utainers. 

^ei.sht  in 

Ibfl. 

Milk 

100 

90 

Vegetables  miscellaneous 

17 

48^ 

Fish,  miscellf^neous 

7 

6 

Meats,  miscellaneous 

36 

45? 

Fruits,  miscellaneous 

5 

8 

Soup 

1 

3 

Marmalade 

1 

X 

165 

1  cwt.  87'- 

lbs. 

(ii)  Loose  Foods 

Fish 

28  lbs. 

Bacon 

60  p  " 

Cereals 

10  " 

98.:-  " 

Total  weight 

of  all  food 

condemned:  11  crt. 

79;|  lbs. 

Council  Offices, 
Herts. 


J.  E.  DICKSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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